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It is with great sadness that we report the death of  

Mike Gowland, our Chairman, who died peacefully at  

his home in Thropton on 16th December. 

  

Mike’s work in helping to establish the Consortium 

nearly 10 years ago and then chairing it so assidu-

ously has been an inspiration to us all. He promoted 

the value of village halls through the VCS Assembly, 

never tired of improving and extending the services 

the Consortium offers its members and was diligent 

in his role in the national Hallmark Quality Assurance 

Scheme. He was at the heart of our Consortium and 

will be hugely missed. 

  

A service to celebrate Mike’s life will be held at 

Thropton Village hall on Friday 15th  January at 

10.45am, followed by a private family interment. Do-

nations to Cancer Research UK, flowers and enquiries 

to Co-operative Funeralcare, Back Crofts, Rothbury. 

tel: 01669 621342 
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Warm Hubs 
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The Warm Hubs Project 

Community Action Northumberland (CAN) is managing a new 

initiative called Warm Hubs. It focuses on village halls/

community buildings across the county, offering people living 

in rural areas a warm and friendly environment, with the bo-

nus of a warm meal or healthy snack and signposting users to 

services that may help them - such as the NHS, AGE UK, the 

County Council and CAB.   

If your hall currently organizes a soup and roll event, a lunch 

club, and/or Christmas meal, CAN is able to support the work 

you are already doing.  Or, if you are interested in offering 

this service to local residents in the future, CAN will be happy 

help you to get started.  

Joining CAN’s Warm Hub Scheme can offer the following bene-

fits; 

Access to; 

small grants to help with small-scale energy efficiency 

measures 

governance support 

energy audit and accessibility audit on your building 

FREE training in Food Hygiene, dementia awareness and much 

more 

a register of service providers you can contact to discuss any 

issues affecting local residents 

support with funding applications 

general advice and support 

If you are interested in your hall becoming part of the scheme 

and you would like to find out more about it, contact Christine 

Nicholls on 01289 304142 or by e-mail – christinenicholls@ca-

north.org.uk  

 

 

 

 



What’s the risk worth? Our New Valuation 

Service. 
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The latest service offered to members could save £1000’s and allow you to sleep more soundly at 
night. It’s all to do with making sure your building is adequately insured without paying massive fees 
for the privilege.  

 

In the admittedly unlikely event that your hall is completely destroyed then your insurers will only pay 
out to the maximum declared in your policy.  This is the most your insurers will pay under any circum-
stances. It is the Management Committee’s responsibility to ensure that this value reflects the costs 
of a full rebuild including things like site clearance, architects’ fees etc. as well as any additional costs 
incurred for meeting modern building regulations. This is difficult for non-specialists to get right and 
so it is strongly recommended that these rebuild costs are professionally assessed every 5-10 years so 
that the Building Sum Insured is correct. But if you thought that this was only an issue if your building 
was completely destroyed, think again! Insurance companies have a clever trick of introducing an 
“average clause” on all building claims. So if you made a claim, for say flood damage, of £30,000 and 
your insurance company subsequently calculated that your Building Sum Insured was only 70% of its 
correct value, then it would only pay out 70% or £21,000 of the claim - leaving you £9,000 out of 
pocket.  

Your Consortium has negotiated a fixed cost service with Colin Lilley Surveyors Ltd. to assess your re-
build costs using the latest software. It is exclusive to members of NNVHC. It will involve a visit, usual-
ly lasting about 1 hour, by Peter Rudd, an independent valuer who is a Corporate Member of the Roy-
al Institution of Chartered Surveyors. The fee is £350 + VAT and this includes all travel costs, photo-
graphs etc., and the final written report. A standard agreement will be drawn up between Colin Lilley 
and each hall purchasing the service. If you would like to take up the opportunity, Peter can be con-
tacted at peterjrudd@hotmail.co.uk 

 



 

Whenever a study of building insurance is undertaken it’s found that a very high proportion 

of the properties surveyed are found to be underinsured. This is despite the annual index-

linking increases that most insurance policies apply. As these surveys are generally carried 

out by insurance companies, these findings might be viewed with a degree of cynicism. But 

when our first member took advantage of our new scheme and found their property was un-

derinsured by 75%, we have to accept this could well be a potential problem for many of our 

members.  

 

So what are the circumstances where buildings are more likely to be underinsured? If they 

are probably: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 old (built to last and therefore more expensive to rebuild)  

 listed 

 made of stone 

 never had a proper valuation 

 eco-friendly 

 recently altered or extended 

 

 

Since we launched the service one insurance broker specialising in community buildings has of-
fered an in-house “free” valuation service. Another plans to provide a semi do-it-yourself service 
at an “affordable cost” although the details have not yet been announced. One advantage of this 
is that there will never be an argument about underinsurance as it will be the insurance compa-
nies which will be carrying out the valuation and determining the Building Sum Insured. When 
the valuation is provided by the insurer the “average clause” is removed from the policy, leading 
to real peace of mind on all partial damage claims. Your Consortium will keep you informed of 
the details and any developments.  

 

Finally, one of Northumberland’s village halls’ most popular insurance brokers, Allied Westmin-
ster, has recently announced that all paid-up Consortium members can now receive a larger dis-
count, up from 5% to 7%, on their premiums provided the annual premium is at least £294/
year. Yet another reason to maintain Consortium membership! 

 

 

 

 



THE SOLDIERS’, SAILORS’ AND 

AIRMEN’S FAMILIES ASSOCIATION 

NORTHUMBERLAND FLOWER FESTIVAL 2016: 

ALNWICK CASTLE 1 – 3 JULY 
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To reserve tickets please e-mail John at  
ssafa.alnwickdiv@hotmail.co.uk giving your  
address, telephone number and number of tickets 
you may require. There is no need to send any 
money at this stage as you will be informed next 
year whether or not you have been successful in 
your bid for tickets: only then will you be asked to 
pay. 
SSAFA is known as the Armed Forces Charity: we 
provide assistance for numerous ex-servicemen 
and women and their dependants throughout the 
County, directly and indirectly, and it is through 
us that assistance is also provided by the three 
Service Benevolent Funds (Army, Navy and RAF) 
and also the Army Regimental Associations and 
the WRNS Benevolent Trust: not to mention the 
many civilian charities that also support our ef-
forts. 
 
Thank you all, John Haughie 
 

 The SSAFA - 
Northumberland, will be 
holding a Flower Festival 
in Alnwick Castle from  
1 – 3 July 2016 with the 
kind permission of our 
President, Her Grace the 
Duchess of Northumber-
land.  
Her Grace has also di-
rected that a large num-
ber of discounted tickets 
be made available to 
SSAFA to sell,  
all proceeds from which 
will go to our organisa-
tion.  
Each ticket (expected to 
be priced at £10.00 each) 
may be used for a single 
entry on any of the three 
days of the festival, but 
cannot be used in con-
junction with any other 
Castle admittance offer. 
These tickets can be  
reserved in advance by 
contacting the Alnwick  
Division Secretary,  
John Haughie (The Treas-
urer of Howick Village 
hall, member of NNVHC)  
 
 



Could your hall save money on its 

fuel bills? 
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OilCAN is Community Action Northumber-

land's bulk buying scheme for heating fuels in-

cluding of Kerosene, LPG, LPG bottles and Coal. 

The aims of the scheme are to: 

combine the purchasing power of organisations – 

such as village halls - residents, and businesses 

in order to achieve the lowest possible prices for 

heating fuels. 

benefit residents, organisations and businesses, 

primarily in rural areas, who do not have access 

to mains gas. 

offer other products to members at discounted 

prices. 

CAN has an agreement with A F Affinity Ltd 

(Affinity) to deliver the scheme and their  role 

is to negotiate with suppliers across the UK, to 

get lower prices and a better service. When your 

hall (or you as an individual) signs up as a mem-

ber you will be linked to a local co-ordinator. 

There is a small membership fee to cover CAN’s 

costs in organising the scheme; however they 

are kept to a minimum because volunteers act 

as local co-ordinators. Last year CAN supplied 

818,000 litres of oil – saving members £33,000 

compared to average oil prices 

 

 

The current membership 
rates are: 
 Community Build-

ings and small to 
medium business-
es £18 per annum 

 Resident House-
holds £12 per an-
num 

 Medium Usage 
Businesses £36 per 
annum 

 High Usage Busi-
nesses £60 per an-
num 

 
 
If you would like your 
hall to make savings by 
becoming part of the 
scheme (or if you want 
to join as an individual) 
please go onto CAN’s 
website and click onto 
OILCAN – it will tell you 
how to become a mem-
ber. All the terms and 
conditions are there. 
 
 
 
 
www.ca-north.org.uk 
 
 

Would you like to feature your 

village hall in the next edition, 

please contact me on 

01670788413 or email me at  

hleatherland@yahoo.co.uk 

I look forward to hearing from 

you: 

Heather Leatherland 



Is rate relief for community 

buildings going to change? 
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Following the recent autumn statement, the Chancellor reported he is planning to 

transfer the revenue raised by commercial rates from central government, to the Local 

Authorities.  

Though in theory, this sounds favourable, it is highly likely to result in an equivalent cut 

in Central Support Grant; so therefore, Northumberland County Council will not end up 

being any richer!  

It was assumed that the autumn statement would refer to the position of mandatory 

Rate Relief under this new arrangement and though the withdrawal of the 80% relief is 

probably unlikely, any reduction would hit all property owning charities – including 

community buildings - very hard indeed. Trustees of community buildings/village halls 

truly value the discretionary rate relief they receive from the county council.  

ACRE (Action with Communities in Rural England) has been aware of the business rates 

issue since a review carried out last year. The review report has not been published yet 

but ACRE is keeping up to speed and informed, through their membership of the Chari-

ty Tax Group ( a key forum for monitoring and influencing a range of taxation matters 

that affect charities)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Though it is likely that we will not know the impact until the March budget, there will 

be some consultation. Charities in Northumberland – particularly the community build-

ing networks – have demonstrated that their lobbying has been very effective in show-

ing the impact of these decisions in the past. We would encourage groups to be pre-

pared to respond in due course and we will keep you up to date with news.  

 

 



£845k lottery funding 

for new community centre! 
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Many congratulations to East Bedlington Community Centre, they 

have been awarded one of the largest grants by the Big Lottery in 

Northumberland 

East Bedlington Community Centre have been awarded £845,715 Big 

Lottery investment for new £1.3m community facilities in Bedlington 

Station. 

The grant, awarded by Big Lottery Reaching Communities (Buildings), 

will ensure that work can start on renovating the former co-operative 

hall in Station Street,  extending the existing facilities to three floors 

to provide modern, accessible amenities for the whole community. 

 East Bedlington Parish Council who have pledged £450,000 to-

wards the scheme 

 Coalfield Industry Social Welfare Organisation (CISWO) who 

have pledged £48,500 

The project will include 

  office accommodation 

  public access IT facilities 

  refurbished kitchen and meeting space 

  new activity space for youth facilities and indoor bowls 

  eight-person passenger lift accessing all three floors 

The second floor will see 

the a of a ballroom refur-

bished that will provide a 

multi-use space including 

community theatre and 

cinema, refurbishment of 

the existing stage and 

green room facilities 

along with a new licensed 

community café. 

 

 

 

 

Left: An artist's impression of how 

Bedlington Community Centre will 

look 

 


