
 

DINNINGTON VILLAGE HALL – NNVHC’s 

REACH EXTENDS TO THE TOON! 
 

For those of us who are in the north of the county, Dinnington may not be too familiar.  It is a 
village (population about 1,700) just to the north of Newcastle and east of Ponteland and quite 
close to Newcastle Airport and the A1.  It was formerly a coal-mining village with at least four 

pits within two miles but it has now become a sought-after residential village.    Editor 

 

Dinnington Village Hall was built in 1923 by 

public subscription on land gifted to the 

village by a local businessman. A smaller 

building was erected with the remainder and 

dedicated to the fallen of the village in the 

Great War. The Village Hall (which includes 

the Memorial Institute) is managed by a 

committee comprised of members of the 

user groups and Parish Council and is a 

registered charity.  

 

Both buildings are used extensively by the 

community.  User groups include a Playgroup, 

Bowls Club, Karate, Crafts, and the 

Northumbrian Dairy Goat Society!  

 

Since 1923, apart from the addition of 

inside toilets in 1969 only essential 

maintenance work was done. In 2008 during 

a Village Halls ‘information seeking tour’ we 

were impressed by the work done at 

Longhorsley and the enthusiasm of its then 

Chairman, Glynn Scott. On his 

recommendation we engaged Richard 

Sullivan of Sullivan Associates as our 

surveyor and agent. 

 

Planning permission was obtained from 

Newcastle City Council for an ambitious 

total refurbishment of the main hall with 

the addition of two new function rooms 

costing c.£500k.  After a mammoth form-

filling task by our Treasurer, Tom Laidler, 

our funding application to the Big Lottery 

Community Buildings Fund was rejected and 

we had to revise our thinking. So in 2011 we 

decided to do the refurbishment in stages. 

Stage 1 would comprise, briefly, the 

upgrading of the toilets, main entrance and 

 

 



provision of a fully DDA toilet, new windows 

and cavity wall insulation.   

 

Before this went out to tender Richard 

advised us to have a survey done - there was 

no asbestos management in place and due to 

the age of the building asbestos would 

almost certainly be present. This 

subsequently revealed damage to asbestos 

containing pipe lining under the stage 

requiring specialist removal. This was done 

and an asbestos management plan produced, 

at a total cost of c. £10k.  

 

Richard had revised the original plans and 

prepared the tender packs for Stage 1 and 

in January 2012 we engaged a contractor 

who completed the work on schedule in 8 

weeks. For the duration of the work, with 

the cooperation of the contractor, our 

evening user groups continued to meet. Our 

daily Playgroup was re-housed in the 

Memorial Institute for the duration. The 

total cost of the work was c. £63k. but 

because of the cost of the asbestos work 

we were short of our original estimate by 

£10k.  

 

A large part of the total cost was met with 

a generous grant from the Banks Community 

Fund.  Banks Mining was then, and still is, 

extracting coal in the parish of Dinnington 

so we were very fortunate in being able to 

apply for a grant from them. We also 

obtained grants from the Hadrian Trust and 

Newcastle City Council’s Castle Ward 

Committee and we received several generous 

individual donations. However, we were still 

short of the total required and Banks 

stepped in and made up the shortfall.  

 

We have a regular Bonus Ball scheme and 

for a year an extra one was run. We had 

other fundraising events which not only 

raised money but also awareness of what we 

were trying to do. Stage 1 has made a vast 

difference to the appearance and comfort 

of the building, indeed it is hard now to 

imagine what it looked like before! 

 

So..... early this year we decided to try and 

do Stage 2 and insulate the building before 

the winter. Our hall was typical of a 90 year 

old brick building, being only single skin, so 

for years we had been heating the field 

outside and wearing balaclavas inside!  As it 

is a narrow building, putting in a stud wall 

wasn’t an option., so we investigated 

external insulation. After various site 

meetings with Richard we engaged our local 

contractors Dixon and Thompson to do the 

external work – insulation of the walls, new 



UPVC windows, new fire doors, new gutters, 

soffits and down-comers. The cost was c. 

£20k. We obtained a grant of £10k from 

Banks and we launched a scheme, Donate a 

Window, and all 8 windows were sponsored 

at £500 each. Each window has now a 

dedicated plaque engraved with words 

chosen by the donor.   

 

All the work was done in August while most 

of our user groups were on holiday. Luck was 

on our side as the sun shone every day 

except one during the 2 weeks.  Internal 

decoration was completed by Colin Maddick. 

We were given 40 metres of curtain 

material and committee member Ann 

Graham bravely (or foolishly) took on the 

task of making 8 pairs of curtains.  Our 

Scout Leaders went up the ladders and hung 

them for us on lovely new curtain poles. 

 

The transformation is amazing! We now have 

what looks like a new hall. The boiler is 

having a rest – we are monitoring the usage, 

but it is already apparent that we are saving 

money. And of course, we have reduced our 

carbon footprint. Now some folk are 

grumbling that it’s too hot!!!! 

We still have a lot to do with the main hall. 

A new roof would be nice (£50k!) and we will 

need a new boiler and rewiring. It was 

frustrating not to have been able to carry 

out our original plan, but we have achieved a 

lot in the last 2 years. We have a hall to be 

proud of (and a necessary asbestos 

management plan). 

 

We have managed to do this work through 

the dedication and enthusiasm of a few hard 

workers, good contractors, generous donors 

and a lot of support from the village 

community. 

 

The current committee inherited a backlog 

of work and we can now see the ‘light at the 

end of the tunnel’.  We have identified what 

needs to be done in the long term and can 

put a plan in place to keep our hall ‘user 

friendly’ for another 90 years. We are now 

for a time turning our attention to our other 

building so we will be repairing the ‘dodgy’ 

gable end of the Memorial Institute, 

including installing new windows early in 

2014.  

      

Joyce Porter   Secretary, November 2013  

  

YOUR NNVHC COMMITTEE 
 

Mike Gowland (Chairman) – Thropton 

George Courtice (Secretary) – Middleton & Todridge 

Ted Brown (Treasurer) – Kirknewton 

Liz Spence – Alnwick St James’s 

Jack Hasson – Hepple 

 

You will notice that with May Wilson standing down and Richard Poppleton 

deciding to retire the committee is looking distinctly short of numbers. 

 

Is it time that YOU or someone from YOUR HALL decided to put their 

name forward to join in and take some of the strain of leading your 

Consortium?  Do please give this serious thought and don’t just let this 

plea wash over you! 

 

 

 

 



HEPPLE STAKES 
A racing certainty of a funding idea 

 

We had held harvest suppers and ceilidhs, a 

wine tasting, a posh afternoon tea, become 

village caterers for funeral teas, been to 

car boot sales, applied for grants and 

received lots of generous donations. But 

there was still a funding gap in our £85,000 

project to renew the roof and drainage of 

our beautiful little church, Christ Church 

Hepple, and work was due to start in July, 

just a few months ahead.  Wherever to go 

next? 

 

‘Let’s have a Race Night! You know, one of 

those old fashioned ones with horses on 

strings, a real family do!’.  We all agreed 

enthusiastically and then realised that only 

a couple of us had ever been to one before, 

and that was 20 years ago. ‘We’ll be able to  

 

hire all the kit and instructions......’  But all 

leads fizzled out. So there we were. A great 

idea with lots of interested punters; no 

recent experience of what to do; no kit; and 

a great village hall in Hepple which has been 

fantastic for all our other events, but was 

not big enough for a race course, tote, bar, 

collection ring, stewards inquiries, food and 

spectators. Had we bitten off more than we 

could chew? 

 

Gradually the pieces started coming 

together for the ‘Hepple Stakes’. Thropton 

Memorial Hall met every one of our 

requirements for space, facilities and 

ambience. Race sponsors and horse owners 

were secured; the winding gear was 

designed and built from first principles; 

galloping horses made from wood and 

lovingly painted in colours ranging from grey 

to bay; bangers, burgers and buns ordered; 

race cards, badges, and betting slips 

prepared; tote arrangements agreed; the 

bar licence granted; the raffle organised 

(first prize a VIP day at the races); tickets 

sold.  

It was one of the hottest days of the year – 

just right for non- stop cooking of bangers 

and burgers – what stars our chefs were!  



At 7.30 punters of all ages were 

arriving......it was going to be all right after 

all. And so it was, even down to a steward’s 

inquiry into interference at the starting 

gate and the need to undertake on-course 

repairs. Our highly skilled MC and 

commentator paraded the horses and 

jockeys highlighting their good points and, 

to much laughter, the not so good ones, kept 

us entertained during the ‘inquiries’ and 

ensured the races were run (relatively!) 

fairly.  

 

There was no shortage of jockeys, especially 

for the juniors and ladies races, much 

cheering for the runners and the winners, 

the course builders did a superb job, the 

tote ran like clockwork, the hall was 

excellent in every way and we all had a great 

time. Oh. And the evening raised £1,300. 

Not bad for a new entry into the racing 

calendar. 

Would we do it again? A firm ‘yes’ and the 

winding gear is already undergoing 

modification. The ‘Hepple Stakes’ may not 

become an annual event, but for a really 

good family night out it took some beating 

and next time we’ll have some experience 

under our belts.  We may even have a race 

night kit available for hire in a little 

while....... 

 

So here we are four months on, our 

fundraising complete for a while, thanks to 

the amazing generosity of our supporters, 

and a new roof and drainage at Christ 

Church Hepple. Our own village hall and 

Thropton’s too have been a critical factor in 

our fundraising and in some great events 

with lots of fun and friendship. Where 

would we be without them? 

 

Liz Kerry   6 Nov 2013       

 

 

 

 

RACE NIGHTS – What does the Law say? 
In the light of this article by Liz Kerry it seemed appropriate to consult Louise Currie from 

CAN about the law’s position on this type of fund-raising.  It’s not the most riveting read, but 

you really do need to understand what you can and can’t do to stay within the law. 

 

Race nights are events in which the participants stake money on the outcome of recorded or 

virtual races.  The following points should be taken into account if you are planning to hold one: 

 
 They should take place at non-commercial events where none of the proceeds are used for personal 

gain 

 The ‘proceeds’ include sums raised by participation fees, sponsorship and commission from traders, 

minus costs reasonably incurred in organizing the event 

 Amounts raised by an independent third party, such as for refreshments, will not form part of the 

proceeds and may be used for private gain 

 All participants should be aware of the ‘good cause’ for which the event is being held 

 No licence, permit or other permission under the Gaming and Lotteries Act is required 

 A Hall does not need permission to show films under the regulated entertainment provisions o the 

Licensing Act 2003 in order to hold a race night 

 



In addition the Village Hall Management Committee needs to take account of the different statutory 

requirements because race nights can be organized under the requirements for prize gaming, equal 

chance gaming or incidental lotteries.  Prize gaming and equal chance gaming race nights may be either 

an incidental activity of another event or the principal purpose of the event. 

 

Race Nights as Incidental Lotteries:  Where the race night is not the only purpose of a non-

commercial event it can operate as an incidental lottery.  There are no limits on the amount that players 

can be charged to participate, but no more than £500 may be deducted from the proceeds of the 

lottery for the cost of prizes and no more than £100 for other expenses. 

 

Race Nights as Prize Gaming: If the prizes are put up in advance and are not dependent on the 

number of players taking part or the amount of money staked, then the event will qualify as prize 

gaming.  There are no statutory limits on stakes, prizes, participation fees or other charges. 

 

Race Nights as Equal Chance Gaming: If the prizes are dependent on the number of players or the 

amount of money staked the event will qualify as Equal Chance Gaming.  In this case 

 the maximum amount that a player may be charged is £8 including entrance or participation 

fees, stakes and any other payments in relation to the gaming, 

 the total amount paid out in prizes may not exceed £600. 

 

THERE!  I said it wouldn’t be riveting, but clearly organisers need to be sure they 

know what type of Race Night they are conducting so they know what rules apply. 
 

 
 

Three Valleys Fund and the Three Valleys Grassroots Fund 
 

The Three Valleys Fund and the Three Valleys Grassroots Fund support projects that benefit the 
rural communities in Northumberland. 
 
The fund is particularly interested in supporting projects in the rural parishes on the Upper Breamish, 
Coquet & Aln Valleys although projects in other rural parts of the county will be considered. 
 
Applications are sought from both grassroots community and voluntary organisations with an annual 
income under £50,000 and larger locally based organisations.   
 
Grants are usually in the region of £1,000 although larger grants would be considered for projects 
that are particularly appealing.   
 
All applicants need to have a constitution, set of finances or accounts, separate bank account and, if 
appropriate, a child and vulnerable adult policy.   
 
Please contact Gill Lowing, Fund Manager, if you have any queries in relation to your application.    
gl@communityfoundation.org.uk   Tel: 0191 222 0945. 
 

mailto:gl@communityfoundation.org.uk


Chatton Village Hall – A Journey 

When Chatton First School closed in the 

summer of 2008, it was feared that the 

backbone and focal point of the local 

community would disappear. However, the 

old School building has since re-emerged as 

a Village Hall. This is an account of that 

journey taken by our community since 2008. 

Chatton and Chillingham are two villages 

which together with numerous farms and 

hamlets, form Tillside Parish. Tillside is a 

large parish with a significant proportion of 

inhabitants living in isolated locations. Lack 

of community facilities in and around 

Chatton was a central issue identified in the 

2003 Parish plan. No Village Hall to speak 

of, just a wooden hut used by the Parish 

Council for their meetings and a former 

chicken shed that the Scouts called home. 

During the consultation period prior to 

School closure, there was evidence of 

strong support for exploring alternative 

uses for the school.  A Steering Group was 

set up in the belief that a well-run Village 

Hall serving our community was needed to 

support the community and bolster the 

sustainability of rural life in the area. It 

would also preserve the appeal of the village 

and encourage those considering relocating 

to Chatton and its surrounding area. 

The Steering Group set about negotiating a 

lease with Northumberland Estates 

supported by Tillside Parish Council. This 

eventually concluded successfully in March 

2010 with the onset of a 10 year lease with 

the Parish Council acting as Holding Trustee. 

Concurrently, a Village Hall Trust was 

established as a registered charity along 

with a Trust Deed determining how the 

trust would operate. In understanding and 

building the legal and governance framework 

required we received invaluable guidance 

from Community Action Northumberland. 

The Duke of Northumberland formally 

opened Chatton Village Hall in 2011 with 

around 90 people attending. His Grace 

marked the occasion by unveiling the sign 

for the Village Hall and then was shown 

round the premises by trustees. Those 

attending enjoyed refreshments and cake 

served in the main hall. 

Since opening in March 2010, trustees have 

purchased equipment and carried out 

building modifications required for 

community use, much of which were funded 

by grants from NCC Community Chest, The 

Joicey Trust and The Community 

Foundation.  A number of successful 

fundraising events raised in excess of 

£6,000 as a result of efforts of the local 

community. Events such as a Summer Jazz 

Ball, a Grand Auction of Promises & Gifts 

and Quiz-nights all contributed to funds to 

run and maintain the hall.  

Grant funding was used to establish 

activities and classes such as Yoga, Pilates, 

Carpet Bowls and Spin-cycling. The Hall has 

also hosted events which have included 

Ceilhds, Apple-pressing Days and Felt-

making workshops. A dedicated area has 

been set up as a Gym containing a range of 



exercise equipment such as rowing machine, 

treadmill, step trainer, cycle and weights 

area.  A new multi-gym apparatus was 

installed in 2013 funded by a Community 

Chest grant. The Gym is 

an undoubted success 

with over 25 enthusiastic 

users now paying a 

monthly subscription to 

access the area 7 days 

per week. 

Live theatre first came 

to Chatton in January 

2011, when the Village Hall hosted the 

Northumberland Theatre Company, with a 

near-capacity crowd of 80 ushered into a 

makeshift auditorium, to witness NTC’s 

production of Beauty and the Beast. The 

evening was a triumph in every detail 

including intermission ice-creams supplied by 

Doddington Dairy. We have welcomed NTC 

back on several occasions since then with 

performances that have included A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream, Moliere's 
Tartuffe and Christmas theatre productions 

of Grimm’s Tales and Hansel and Gretel. 
Invariably these events are sell-outs and 

strongly supported by the community. 

 

A Children’s Events 

group, organised by local 

parents, has attracted 

large attendances at 

events such as Easter, 

Halloween and Christmas 

parties. Other community 

activities include 

Christmas wreath 

workshops and Advent 

coffee mornings. The United Reform Church 

and Ecumenical Lay Worship Services utilise 

our meeting room facilities each month 

throughout the year. 

Trustees have been grateful for support 

and guidance from different groups. Village 

Hall committee members from Kirknewton 

and Lesbury shared their experiences and 

ideas with us. Training 

sessions organised by CAN 

on the BOSS financial 

package and introduction to 

web-site design have proved 

very useful in setting up 

effective management 

practises. Chatton News, a 

local newsletter, has kept 

members of the community 

informed about each stage of the journey 

and continues today to be an important 

means of communication. 

Trustees have this year successfully 

entered into an extended 25year lease with 

Northumberland Estates, supported by 

Tillside Parish Council, which will provide 

security of tenure through to 2038 and 

allowing the journey to progress further. 

When Chatton First School closed at the 

end of the summer term in 2008, the loss of 

our Village School was a body blow to the 

community. However, the School building has 

since re-emerged as a thriving Village Hall 

at the very centre of 

community life. The 

Hall has become a hub 

supporting a changing 

rural community and a 

focal point to welcome 

new residents to our 

area. The sharing of a 

variety of recreational, 

social, educational and 

community activities is helping  generate a 

community spirit enjoyed by ‘old’ and ‘new’ 

residents alike. 

Bob Scott  (Chair, Chatton Village Hall) 



Refurbishment of Jubilee Hall – Newton on 

the Moor – a cautionary tale 
 

In our last issue we included an article written by Dave Pettifer about the refurbishment of 
the Jubilee Hall at Newton on the Moor.  One of their major funders was the LEADER 
Programme (Coast and Lowlands) and Dave had also provided the following cautionary tale 
related to that funding provider.  Due to the editor’s own incompetence that piece did not 
appear in the June issue, but it has as much relevance now as then and, with thanks to Dave, 
we can include it in this newsletter.   Editor 
 

The Management Committee is greatly 

indebted to the LEADER program (Coast and 

Lowlands) for providing about 70% of the 

funding towards the refurbishment in 2012 

of the Jubilee Hall in Newton on the Moor.  

  

After submitting an Expression of Interest 

Form, we were then invited to submit a full 

application.  At this stage we were very 

fortunate in having Ivan Hewitt from the 

LEADER program to assist us in providing 

the necessary information and help in 

completing the form.   

 

One major task for the committee was 

obtaining the required 3 quotes for every 

task, which in some cases proved quite a 

challenge e.g. quotes for installing roof 

insulation, installing a gas supply, etc.  It is 

also important to ensure that quotes are 

obtained and not estimates and ensure the 

quotes are valid for at least 6 months 

bearing in mind the time taken to complete 

and submit the application and then wait for 

the application to be approved. 

 

Once the project has been approved and 

confirmed in writing, work can start, and 

not before.  

 

Since the funding is European money 

administered by DEFRA on behalf of RDPE 

and managed by Northumberland County 

Council, there is no upfront money as with 

other funders. There are strict rules on 

reporting and this is not for the faint 

hearted and should not be underestimated. 

Since our project was to last only a few 

months, we opted for monthly reporting. 

 

LEADER only pays out after the contractors 

have been paid and so it is therefore 

necessary for applicants to have a pot of 

money available to allow for the cash flow.  

This meant requesting the contractors to 

submit invoices as soon as possible, ensuring 

they paid their cheques into their accounts 

and that these would then show as debits on 

the bank account a copy of which could be 

submitted with the monthly claim.  The 

money would then be reimbursed after the 

claim had been validated by NCC.   

 

Should other funding sources be available, 

these can be used to ease cash flow, 

otherwise it may be necessary to seek 

bridging funds from a bank, or (as was the 

case for the Jubilee Hall) from private 

individuals.  We were also made aware that 

any incorrect claim would result in the 

money being deducted from the grant.   

 

It is also worth noting that if LEADER is not 

the sole funder, they only pay a percentage 

of the claim.  For instance, if Awards for All 

were providing £10,000 and £40,000 from 



LEADER, then LEADER will only repay 80% 

of any claim.  Once again help was at hand to 

ensure our monthly claims were properly 

submitted, from Ivan and also Tracey 

Peacock from NCC.  Without these two 

individuals we would have struggled to 

submit the claim correctly. 

 

LEADER was also flexible to cost changes 

within the project.  We encountered 

overspend in some areas e.g. heating system, 

and then compensated by not doing other 

(less important) parts of the project.  This 

was acceptable as long as approval was 

obtained and valid reasons provided.  

However, LEADER will not pay more than 

they have originally approved.

Would I go through this again?  YES, if this 

were the only source of obtaining £34,000. 

 

Finally, my advice: 

  

 Seek as much help as you can from the 

officers of the LEADER program in the 

application and execution phases of the 

project. 

 Schedule the work of the project to 

ensure an adequate cash flow. 

 DO NOT start any work until approval 

for the project from LEADER is 

obtained.  

 

Dave Pettifer 

 

 

 

A Farewell from your Editor 
 

When NNVHC was formed 

in 2006 it took a while for 

the organisation to get into 

its stride.  But by 2009 it 

had gained momentum and it 

was suggested that it might 

be a good idea, in the interests of cohesion 

and information-sharing, if we had a 

Newsletter for our members.  Being the 

sort of idiot who doesn’t know when to keep 

his mouth shut, I ended up as the volunteer 

editor and our first issue (just four sides of 

A4) appeared in June 2009. 
 

Looking back, of the eight members of the 

Committee in 2009 only Mike Gowland, Ted 

Brown and Jack Hasson will still be there in 

2014.  We also had only 38 Halls as 

members, compared with the 60 or so now. 
 

I’ve enjoyed producing the twelve issues of 

NNVHC News since then and doing so has 

got me out to a number of halls and 

 

communities I would not otherwise have 

met.  Of course I couldn’t have produced 

the magazines unless a range of people had 

been willing to provide me with material.  In 

that number I particularly want to mention 

Louise Currie at CAN whose expertise I 

have regularly fallen back on when in need 

of material. 
 

But all things end and I decided some time 

ago that my time as editor and committee 

member would end this Christmas.  I really 

do hope that one or more people from the 

big bank of potential talent out there in our 

Hall Committees will come forward to 

volunteer to take on the editor’s task so 

NNVHC can continue to have an organ (as 

Private Eye would say) for its members.  

 

Richard Poppleton 
 

 


