
Entertainment Regulation Changes  

 

Nothing gets those of us who manage village halls in a  

greater tizzy than what seem to be unnecessary regulations 

 over our attempts to raise income for our halls. No sooner 

 have we thought we have grasped the constraints and  

side-stepped their worst effects than something new  

emerges.  

But the changes which occurred on April 6th seem, on the  

face of it, a move in the right direction. Not fantastic news  

because I’m convinced the changes won’t have much of an  

impact on most of our halls, I’ll explain. 
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 All halls should have a Premises Licence and most do. 

 

 It is free for halls if the sale of alcohol is not included.  

 

 If you wish to supply alcohol then that can be included in 

the Premises Licence - “for a fee”. The following types of 

regulated entertainment used to be included in the Premises 

License: 

 

 a performance of a play 

 showing a film 

 indoor sporting event 

 boxing or wrestling  

 live music 

 recorded music 

 dance 

 facilities for making music 

 dancing facilities 

 

Over the years some halls have realised that they don’t 

have some of these activities listed in their Premises  

Licence but they now want to pursue them or they want to 

expand the licensable hours which a previous committee 

originally thought reasonable.  

This was no problem because to vary a licence was free for 

village halls and similar buildings. In fact, varying a  

Premises Licence is one of the few things you have been 

able to do, and still can do, involving licences without incur-

ring a fee – provided it has nothing to do with alcohol. 

N N V H C   
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The Government, committed to reducing red tape, and under 

pressure from organization's like ACRE (Action with Communities 

in Rural England), introduced some concessions in April of this 

year.  If entertainment takes place between 8.00am and 

11.00pm and there is an audience of no more than 500 

then halls can undertake the following regulated entertainments 

WITHOUT including them in their Premises Licence: 

 

 

 

 

 a performance of a play 

 an indoor sporting event 

 a performance of live 

music 

 any playing of recorded 

music 

 a performance of dance 
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So that means only the following forms of regulated entertainment still 

require a licence:  

 

boxing or wrestling and 

screening a film*  

 

as does “the provison of late night refreshment, ie the sale of hot food or 

drink between 11pm and 5am.” 

 

 

* unless it is shown with the intention NOT to make a “profit”. But please 

note that charging people for entry to help raise money for the hall is 

viewed as intending to make a profit.   
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But before you get too excited about this welcome reduction in 

regulation, bear in mind that many halls already have a Premises 

Licence which is likely to allow them to do most of these things. 

In these circumstances halls are strongly advised to maintain 

their licences. There is no need for them to be handed back to 

the licensing authority (Northumberland County Council) because 

of this deregulation. Remember that at present a Premises 

Licence does not have to be renewed and no fees are charged to 

obtain one, or amend one, provided it is not changed to include 

the sale of alcohol. So for most halls this “deregulation” will 

make very little difference.  

ACRE has produced a new guide “Entertainment in 

Village Halls” which steers management commit-

tees through the rules and regulations on licensing, 

music copyright, cinema, Temporary Event Notices 

and more. It is information Sheet no 9 (April 2015) 

and is available from CAN’s Village Hall Adviser, 

Louise Currie at louisecurrie@ca-north.org.uk.  

Every hall should have one.  

 

Article written by George Courtice  

NNVHC Secretary 
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We cannot publish our newsletter without your stories 

Please do contact me with all your news so it can be shared with 

others to ensure we learn and share best practices: 

 

Email to me : hleatherland@yahoo.co.uk  

 

Thank you 

Heather Leatherland/ Newsletter Editor  

Website: 

www.nnvhc.org.uk  

 

http://www.nnvhc.org.uk/
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East Bedlington Community Centre 

Our journey started in June 2012.  The Residents group who 

had acted as caretakers of the building folded due to lack of ca-

pacity.  The building owners indicated that if no other commu-

nity group came forward to run the centre they would consider 

demolishing it.   User groups which included the Parish Council 

were faced with two options:  a) find somewhere else, which 

would have meant moving out of the area as there were no 

other suitable premises or b) form another community group to 

take over the running of the building. 

East Bedlington Parish Council supported local residents who 

had been part of the Parish Plan working group to form a com-

mittee and with support from Louise Currie and David Francis 

of Community Action Northumberland, a Trust Deed was drawn 

up and by July 2012 East Bedlington Community Centre was 

established.  The Parish council became custodian trustees and 

the makeup of the board is 3 Parish Council nominated trus-

tees; 5 elected trustees and 2 co-opted trustees from the user 

groups. 

Once established the Board of Trustees arranged for Trustee 

training with CAN including good governance; insurance and 

health and safety.  The next task was to look at essential ac-

tions to help retain the existing users and encourage more 

groups and individuals to use the building. 
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We became members of the North Northumberland Village Hall 

Consortium and our Chairman Ron Straughan regularly attends 

meetings and feeds back to fellow trustees. 

A grant application was made to the Parish Council’s small grants 

fund to cover the cost of a new boiler, paint to give the tired interi-

or and exterior a spruce up and new external signage.  A general 

appeal for start-up funds and specific items such as indoor bowling 

equipment, laptop computers, publicity and promotional materials, 

new white goods to name a few were made to local charities such 

as the Sir James Knott Trust, Barbour Trust, William Leech Charity. 
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One of the first task was getting to grips with reducing the 

running costs.  The treasurer quickly negotiated a better deal 

with British Gas.  Our new energy efficient boiler came with 

thermostatic controls for each part of the building which allowed 

us to zone off the space and only heat it up when it was 

necessary.  A better rate was negotiated for public liability 

insurance and the building became properly licensed for PRS and 

PPL.   

New window displays allowed the Trustees to promote events 

and activities taking place in the centre and the number of user 

groups gradually increased.  The Parish Council continued to be 

supportive and allowed the Centre to be promoted through the 

Parish Newsletter. 
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The Centre currently only has one main letting room and use of the 

IT suite and Parish meeting room outside of Parish working hours.  

However facilities such as the kitchen and toilets cannot be used 

unless they are accessed via the main letting room.  The initial 

thoughts of the Trustees were to develop the ground floor then ex-

plore the possibility of taking over the upper floor of the building 

which had remained unused since the early 80’s.  Hugh Massey Ar-

chitects were engaged to draw up the vision.  However, it soon be-

came very clear that the project could not be satisfactorily 

achieved without dealing with the water egress from the first 

floor.   

The Trustees approached NCC for support and were asked to sub-

mit a business plan.  They did this within three weeks, however 

the then administration took over 7 months to respond to the re-

quest and the response was that they couldn’t make a decision and 

would leave it to the next administration!  
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Getting nowhere fast, the Trustees then made an application to 

Big Lottery Reaching Communities Buildings.  The Centre is 

within a super output ward and was clearly eligible.  East 

Bedlington ranks in the top 10% of the most deprived wards and 

suffers from multiple levels of deprivation.  The trustees were 

also able to call upon information extracted by the Parish Council 

during the preparation of the Parish Plan which clearly identified 

the aspiration of the local community to have a place to meet, 

socialise and take up leisure and recreational activities within 

their own locality.  Getting through the stage one application in 

August 2014 was a significant achievement for the Trustees.  A 

great deal of hard work lay ahead in progressing the stage 2 bid.  

We were informed that we had been successful in reaching the 

stage 3 process just before Christmas 2014 and were 

encouraged by Big Lottery to apply for a Development Grant to 

help progress the capital bid.  We were successful in drawing 

down £10,000 which helped us to carry out drain inspections, 

carry out a comprehensive survey of the roof line and guttering, 

take rectified photography of the brick work, undertake surveys 

and apply sanitising treatments to the woodwork as well as 

clearing out the building to reveal the brickwork and the hall and 

stage.  This work helped de-risk the project. 

N N V H C   

Work begins removing dividing  

sections from the upper floor 
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We feel our appointment of Hugh Massey Architects and a design 

team including Taylor Design Partnership, BDN civil and 

structural engineers, along with QS Sean McKeon of Artis 

Consulting has been inspiring.  Each partner in the team has 

experience of working on major projects including Big Lottery 

schemes and the sympathetic restoration of older buildings.  

The stage 3 application involved writing a business plan in the 

Big Lottery format – it is possible to cross reference an existing 

business plan, but we quickly realised that the plan we had 

written back in 2012 was quite antiquated in its style compared 

to what Big were looking for so it was much easier to start from 

scratch armed with all we had learned and developed.   
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We opted to have an external evaluation of our project and have 

approached Angie Martin and the Learning Team to carry out a 

baseline assessment, a mid-point evaluation and final appraisal 

should our bid be successful.  It was incredibly refreshing to work 

with someone who “got” our project right from the off and we are 

looking forward to working with Angie. We also visited Shillbottle 

Community Centre – the only facility we could find in Northumber-

land that has been successful so far with Big Lottery RCB.  Spend-

ing an afternoon discussing what went well and the things that did 

not work so well was really useful, which is why we have been 

keen to help other groups just setting out on this journey by shar-

ing our experiences. 
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Applying for significant sums of match funding within the BLF 

stage deadlines has been challenging with bids to both Garfield 

Weston and the Social Investment Fund failing due to 

oversubscription. 

The Trustees have been fortunate to have been fully supported 

by East Bedlington Parish Council who have contributed 

£450,000 towards the project along with CISWO who have 

pledged a further £48,500.  The total funding requested from Big 

Lottery RCB is £845,715, which includes £69,239 revenue costs.  

Once operational we envisage that the project will create 7 new 

jobs (4 FTE). 

We have consulted and informed local residents throughout the 

process and have been able to use the parish council newsletter 

as well as local press and Radio Northumberland to distribute our 

information and details of our surveys. 

One of our more challenging decisions was around VAT and 

whether to “opt to tax”.  We travelled to Teesside to take expert 

advice from Braim VAT Consultancy and decided to register for 

VAT and opt to tax.  The amount of VAT recoverable would then 

meet the shortfall in capital funds.  

Throughout the process we have found the Big Lottery Reaching 

Communities Team to be helpful and approachable. We are now 

awaiting the results of the panel which are due late August but 

as our bid is in excess of £500,000 final ratification by Big 

Lottery England is required so a final decision will not be made 

until the end of September 2015. 

 

Article written by Jenny Tindale 
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The next Consortium meeting will be held at Hindmarsh hall in  

Alnmouth on Thursday 3 September.  

Usual time 7.00pm for 7.30pm. 

 

Hope to see you there. 


